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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 6 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The following terms lack antecedent basis: 

(i) "the respective received signals" in claim 1 . 

(ii) "said detector" in claim 2. 

(iii) "said diagnostic cases" in claim 5. 

B. The following claim language is indefinite: 

(i) as per claim 1 , lines 1 8 - 20, it is not clearly understood what is meant 
by "the respective work list management units" (i.e. is the system have one task 
generator or each computer workstation have a respective task generator?); 

Lines 20 - 21 , it is unclear what is meant by "the respective received 
signals" (i.e. what type of signal? Where the signal originated? How this signal is 
generated?) 
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Line 21 , it is unclear how an "evaluation device reacts" with respect to the 
managing of usage of computer workstations (i.e. what type of signal that the evaluation 
device received that affect the managing of computer performance?); 

(ii) as per claims 2, line 3, and claim 3, line 3, it is not clearly indicated 
where the "input value" is being received from. (i.e. where is this value generated and 
how is the origin of this input value significant to the comparing of cases in worklist to 
the input value?); 

Lines 3 and 5, is not clearly understood what the relationship among the 
"number of pending cases", "input value" and "a request threshold" (i.e. How the request 
signal is generated based on these three values?); 

(iii) as per claim 6, line 6, and lines 8 - 9, it is unclear as to what a 
"request threshold" and a "saturation threshold" is in terms of work load of diagnostic 
cases when transmitting a signal to a task generator, (i.e. how are these thresholds 
being determined? Is there a set limit of cases or are they being determined based on 
other computer workstations performance?). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 09/994,122 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2195 

5. Claims 1- 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Watson et al. (hereafter Watson) (U.S. Patent #5,021 ,942) in view of Fuchs U.S. Patent 
(#6,418,475). 

6. As per claims 1 and 6, Watson teaches the invention substantially as claimed 
including a system architecture comprising; 

a plurality of modalities for acquiring images [10, Figure 1; col. 2, lines 8 - 9]; 

a plurality of computer workstations respectively allocated to the modalities for 
processing the respective examination images [10, Figure 1]; 

a transmission device [28, Figure 2] connected to said computer workstations for 
transmitting said examination images to a location remote from said computer 
workstations [col. 2, lines 26 - 30]; 

a memory connected to said transmission device for storing said examination 
images [12, Figure 1, Figure 2]; 

a further computer workstation connected to said transmission device for post- 
processing said examination images [10, Figure 1]; 

each of said computer workstations and said further computer workstations 
containing a work list manager unit [col. 2, lines 52 - 59; 23, Figure 2; col. 3, lines 6-7] 
in which a work list is stored and which has a detector that determines usage of that 
computer workstation dependent on the stored work list; and 

a task generator [13, Figure 1] in communication via said transmission device 
[28, Figure 2] with the respective work list management units of the computer 
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workstations and the further computer workstation, said task generator including an 
evaluation device which reacts to the respective received signals [col. 3, lines 8-13] 
from said computer workstations and said further computer workstation to manage 
usage of the computer workstations and the further computer workstation [Figure 3; col. 
3, lines 12 -15]. 

7. Watson does not expressly teach that the system is a medical image system. 
However, Fuchs teaches a medical system [Figure 2]. 

8. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have combined the teachings of Watson and Fuchs because 
Fuchs' teaching of using it in the medical system would increase the field of use in 
Watson's system. 

9. As per claim 2, Watson teaches of generating signal and transmitting the signal 
to the task generator to indicate the workload of the workstations [col. 3, lines 11-15; 
27-41]. 

10. As per claim 3, it encompasses the same subject matter as that of claim 2 except 
it produces a saturation signal that is generated when workload at a computer exceeds 
a saturation threshold. As such the claim is rejected for the reasons as that of claim 2. 
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11. As per claim 4, Watson discloses having multiple Active Packet Schedulers with 
one for each node [25, Figure 2; col. 2, lines 52 - 67]. 

12. As per claim 5, Fuchs discloses a server [14, Figure 2], with routing devices [15 - 
16, Figure 2] which forward diagnostic cases to respective workstations dependent on 
the respective signals received by task generator [col. 3, lines 3 - 6]. 

CONCLUSION 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

"Remote Access Medical Image Exchange System and Methods of Operation Therefor" 
DiRienzo U.S. Patent (#6,006,191). 

"File Server System and File Access Control Method of The Same" Akizawa U.S. Patent 
(#5,548,724). 

"Radiological Image Interpretation Apparatus and Method" Pinsky U.S. Patent 
(#5,469,353). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kiet T. Ngo whose telephone number is (571)272-6451 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 830-6:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-An Ai can be reached on (571)272-3756. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KTN 

Assistant Examiner asJ s^-fft)*^' 
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